MASTER  NEGATIVE  # 


COLUMBIA  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARIES 
PRESERVATION.  DIVISION 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC  MICROFORM  TARGET 


ORIGINAL  MATERIAL  AS  FILMED  - EXISTING  BIBLIOGRAPHIC  RECORD 


1336 


V.4 


334 

Z9 

V.5 


Harris,  Josepli  Theodore 

The  Co-operative  brotherhood  trust  li'niied,  its 
place  in  social  roforn,  by  J.  Theodore  Harris... 


LondoTi  |_prof , Co -ppc 

cover  title,  12  p. 

Volume  of  pamphlets 
Another  copy  (Volume  of  pamphlets) 


0 


Co/’y 


I rl 


RESTRICTIONS  ON  USE: 


Reproductions  may  not  be  made  without  permission  from  Columbia  University  Libraries. 


TECHNICAL  MICROFORM  DATA 


FILM  SIZE: 


REDUCTION  RATIO: 


IMAGE  PLACEMENT:  lA 


© 


DATE  FILMED:  ^A/f 


INITIALS: 


TRACKING  # : 


FILMED  BY  PRESERVATION  RESOURCES,  BETHLEHEM,  PA. 


/ 


J 


PRICE  ONE  PENNY 


Published  by 

THE  CO-OPERATIVE  BROTHERHOOD  TRUST  LIMITED 
37,  Newington  Green  Road,  London,  N. 


► 


'J^HIS  Pamphlet,  written  by  J.  Theodore 
Harris,  one  of  the  Original  Members 
of  the  Co-operative  Brotherhood  Trust 
Ltd.,  is  published  with  the  full  sanction 
and  approval  of  the  Committee. 

30th  April,  1906. 


SnClAI.  IvfInniK  1(1  lie  lastin.^S  must  lakt^  acrounl 
Imih  <it  iinli\i(hial  < liaia<  tri  and  <d  tn\ ironnu-iit. 
rile  (1(  \ rlopnirnl  of  intli\  idual  t liaracUT  llir 
])ioii‘ssrd  aim  ol  ilu-  immciou>  rt.:li;;ious  oij^anisa- 
lioiis  and  i lhit  al  Muii'lics.  l lui  impro\cinenl  ol  the 
cm  ii oimirnl  in  wliii  li  llic  indi\ id.iial  liiuls  liimscll  i>  tin- 
aim  ot  I'a'onoinit  Soi  lalism. 


1 do  not  pio[)(isc  to  enter  here  into  the  la  lati\e 
impoitaiac  of  ther-e  tui.i  line,  ol  tiioii<^ht.  hut  eonti'iit 
iit\>ell  with  saxinit  that  in  niv  opinion  hoth  are  e>sc-ntial 
to  true  proLtress. 

Ih'lore  takinr;  u|i  in  detail  the  relatiitn  of  tlu- 
(',o-oi)erati\ e Ihotherhood  'I'lusl  to  otlier  hodie-  and 
sayin.u  sttmethiiiL;  of  its  machinery,  it  will  he  well  to  trv 
ami  somethin, y ol  its  turns  tmd  Ideal. 


u'vSr 


y.A-rf^r 

•-Kt-**.  4 

r J:  \ ' I ^ 


INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


U 


7 -i 


I'HE 


Co-operative  Brotherhood 


Frust  Limited: 


Its  Place  in  Social  Reform. 


SOCIAL  Reform,  to  be  lasting,  must  take  account 
both  of  individual  character  and  of  environment. 
Tlie  development  of  individual  character  is  the 
professed  aim  of  the  numerous  religious  organisa- 
tions and  ethical  societies.  The  improvement  of  the 
environment  in  which  the  individual  finds  himself  is  the 
aim  of  Economic  Socialists. 


I do  not  propose  to  enter  here  into  the  relative 
importance  of  these  two  lines  of  thought,  but  content 
myself  with  saying  that  in  my  opinion  both  are  essential 
to  true  progress. 

Before  taking  up  in  detail  the  relation  of  the 
Co-operative  Brotherhood  Trust  to  other  bodies  and 
saying  something  of  its  machinery,  it  will  be  well  to  try 
and  grasp  something  of  its  aims  and  Ideal. 
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The  Co-operative  Brotherhood  Trust  Limited  : 

THE  IDEAL  OF  THE  C.B.T. 

The  aim  of  the  Brotherhood  Trust  is  a Voluntary 
Co-operative  Commonwealth. 

We  of  the  Trust  recognise,  economically  speaking, 
that  poverty — with  the  resultant  evils  of  unemployment, 
overwork,  and  disease — is  due  to  a wrong  system  of 
Society.  We  consider  that  these  evils  are  due  to  the 
system  of  Capitalism  (with  its  motive  power  of  Production 
for  Profit)  based  on  Land  Monopoly. 

We  desire,  therefore,  to  see  the  present  anarchic 
system  replaced  by  a system  founded  on  collective  owner- 
ship of  Land,  wherein  Capital  shall  be  collectively 
controlled  and  Production  shall  be  for  Use. 

We  desire  that  the  conditions  of  Labour  shall  be  freer, 
less  monotonous,  elevating  rather  than  soul  destroying. 

We  desire  that  the  hours  of  toil  shall  be  reduced. 

We  desire  that  anyone  willing  and  able  to  work  shall 
have  an  opportunity  so  to  do,  without  hurt  to  his  fellows 
and  without  being  exploited  by  another. 

We  desire  to  emancipate  the  wage-slave  from  the 
tyranny  of  Capitalism  and  Mammon. 

We  desire  to  emancipate  the  small  shopkeeper  from 
the  thraldom  of  the  capitalistic  Trusts. 

We  desire  to  emancipate  the  millionaire  from  the 
snares  of  accumulated  wealth. 

We  desire  that  there  shall  be  plenty  for  all. 

We  desire  that  all  shall  live  the  fullest  life  possible. 

These  things  are  not  possible  whilst  the  people  have 
not  land  from  which  to  obtain  the  material  necessaries  of 
life. 

These  things  are  not  possible  whilst  the  people  have 
not  control  of  the  Capital  and  Wealth  which  they  them- 
selves have  created. 

These  things  are  not  possible  whilst  the  people  have 
not  the  means  of  exchanging  their  products  one  with 
another. 
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We  do  not,  however,  think  that  it  is  necessary  that 
everyone  should  accept  these  ideas,  or  even  that  a majority 
should  embrace  Socialism  before  these  things  can  be 
realised.  We  believe  that  a minority  of  persons  of  good- 
will, having  sufficient  of  the  means  of  production — land, 
capital,  and  currency  of  their  own — can  so  organise 
their  forces  as  to  form  a Voluntary  Co-operative 
Commonwealth . 

To  be  thoroughly  successful  this  Commonwealth 
must  be  organised  on  a large  scale.  In  these  days  of 
subdivision  of  labour,  all  necessary  trades  must  be  repre- 
sented. Industry  must  be  so  organised  that  all  the 
advantages  of  machinery  and  of  the  concentration  of 
capital  may  be  utilised.  The  benefits  of  these  advantages, 
however,  will  be  for  all  within  the  given  community,  and 
not  for  a few  idle  capitalists  as  at  present. 

Is  it  not  possible  to  find  and  organise,  say,  a million 
willing  scientifically  to  exchange  their  products  one  with 
another,  without  waste  and  unnecessary  labour  ? 

This  million,  when  they  had  gradually  obtained 
sufficient  land  in  different  parts  of  the  world  and  had 
become  possessors  of  all  their  own  capital,  would  produce 
for  their  own  needs.  The  captains  of  industry  among 
them  would  use  their  organising  powers  for  the  good  of  all. 
The  rank  and  file  in  all  branches  of  trade  producing  food, 
clothing,  and  shelter — the  three  primary  necessities — 
would  produce  for  the  common  good,  receiving -in  return 
their  fair  equivalent,  rejoicing  not  only  in  the  fact  that 
they  themselves  were  not  being  exploited,  but  also  that 
they  were  not  depriving  others  of  the  means  of  livelihood. 

This  Ideal  is  essentially  the  same  as  the  Ideal  of 
Socialism.  When  it  is  realised  then  also  will  be  realised 
the  Vision  of  Brotherhood  seen  throughout  the  ages  by 
Poet  and  Prophet. 


4 The  Co-operative  Brotherhood  Trust  Limited: 

THE  C.B.T.  AND  RELIGION. 

The  question  is  sometimes  asked:  “Is  the  Trust 
religious?”  To  my  mind  the  answer  is  emphatically 
“Yes;”  religious  in  the  highest,  truest,  and  natural  sense. 
The  Trust  aims  at  binding  together  for  the  purpose  of  the 
uplift  of  Humanity  all  of  goodwill,  whatever  their  creed. 
But  the  adherents  of  the  Trust  are  not  expected  to  make 
any  profession  of  religion.  Persons  of  all  religious  faiths 
or  of  none  are  cordially  welcomed. 

The  Trust  does  not  collectively  endorse  any  particular 
creed  or  theology : that  would  at  once  stultify  and  nullify 
all  its  work  and  aim.  Nor  is  the  Trust  connected  in  any 
way  Avhatever  with  any  religious  organisation,  not  even 
with  those  Churches  bearing  the  name  of  Brotherhood 
and  emphasising  the  need  for  social  as  well  as  individual 
salvation. 

We  appreciate  the  work  of  our  Brothers  who  in  their 
various  religious  and  ethical  organisations  are  striving  to 
reach  the  same  goal.  In  fact,  many  of  our  members  in 
their  individual  capacity  are  likewise  active  members  of 
one  or  other  of  the  Churches. 

But,  at  the  same  time,  in  order  that  it  may  be  possible 
to  be  righteous  in  the  everyday  acts  of  life,  we  consider 
that  there  is  urgent  need  for  an  organisation  which  shall 
place  industry  and  commerce  on  a basis  of  Brotherhood. 

THE  C.B.T.  AND  POLITICS. 

The  Trust  is  also  quite  independent  of  any  organic 
connection  with  any  political  body.  It  has  been  already 
seen  that  its  economics  are  those  of  Socialism.  It  is, 
therefore,  quite  impossible  for  it  to  ally  itself  with  either 
of  the  two  capitalist  political  parties. 

Some  may  think  that  the  Trust  ought  to  ally  itself 
with  the  Lalwur  Party,  which,  striving  to  bring  about 
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economic  freedom,  is  to-day  active  in  political  life.  For 
there  is  in  common  the  Socialistic  aims  of  both.  But 
inasmuch  as  one  of  our  cardinal  principles  is  that  a 
minority,  if  sufficiently  large,  can  establish  Voluntary 
Socialism  without  waiting  for  Parliamentary  action,  the 
Trust  in  its  corporate  capacity  can  take  no  part  in  party 
politics. 

We  appreciate  the  work  of  our  fellow  Socialists  who 
are  striving  to  reach  the  same  goal  by  political  methods. 
Many  of  our  members  in  their  individual  capacity  are 
active  workers  in  the  political  field. 

But  we  think  that  there  is  need  for  an  organisation 
which  shall  itself  at  once  begin  to  organise  industry  and 
commerce  on  a right  economic  basis. 


Whilst  there  is  no  written  creed,  either  religious  or 
economic,  to  which  Members  and  Enrolled  Customers  of 
the  Co-operative  Brotherhood  Trust  are  expected  to 
subscribe  beyond  the  Rules,  to  which  they  signify  their 
adherence  when  they  pay  their  shilling  Entrance  Fee,  I 
believe  that  the  motive  power  of  all  our  work  is  a truly 
religious  one,  and  that  the  economics  of  the  Trust  as 
expressed  in  the  Rules  are  in  harmony  with  Socialist 
thought. 


THE  C.B.T.  AND  THE  CO=OPERATIVE 

MOVEMENT. 

Some  may  say  that  all  this  ground  is  covered  by  the 
Co-operative  Movement,  that  the  Trust’s  Ideal  differs 
little  from  that  of  Robert  Owen,  and  that  it  is,  therefore, 
unnecessary  to  form  a separate  organisation.  Others, 
however,  may  say  that  in  practice  the  Co-operative 
Movement  has  departed  so  far  from  the  ideals  of  its 
founders  that  the  Trust  should  have  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  it. 
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What,  then,  is  the  Trust’s  relationship  to  the  older 
Co-operative  Movement? 

On  the  one  hand  it  recognises  two  great  defects  in  the 
Co-operative  Movement  as  carried  on  to-day.  On  the 
other  hand  it  sees  in  the  movement  a certain  economic 
force  at  work  which  is  tending  in  the  direction  the  Trust 
aims  at. 

The  first  defect  is  an  ethical  one.  The  commercial 
success  of  the  Co-operative  Movement  is  hindering  it 
from  realising  its  professed  ideals.  People  join  the 
Co-operative  Movement  from  selfish  motives,  not  under- 
standing its  aims.  They  desire  to  get  something  rather 
than  to  give.  Many  members  of  the  Co-operative 
Movement  know  nothing  more  about  it  and  care  for 
nothing  more  than  the  quarter’s  dividend.  They  are 
attracted  by  the  idea  of  self-help  rather  than  by  that  of 
mutual  help. 

To  minimise  this  danger  the  Trust  has  so  framed  its  Rules  that 
all  bonus  on  purchases  and  interest  on  shares  shall  be  capitalised  so 
far  as  the  law  permits.  Although  surpluses  are  allotted  after  the 
general  method  of  the  Co-operative  Movement,  no  individual  can 
draw  out  any  bonus  or  interest,  except  by  selling  his  transferable 
shares,  until  he  has  C^oo  standing  to  the  credit  of  his  share 
account.* 

The  second  defect  is  an  economic  one.  The  Co- 
operative Movement  is  entirely  dependent  for  its  existence 
upon  the  purchasing  power  of  its  members.  This  pur- 
chasing power  is  obtained  almost  entirely  outside  its  own 
movement,  being  derived  from  that  very  capitalist  system 
which  true  Co-operation  aims  at  supplanting. 

The  Trust  lays  stress,  therefore,  on  the  necessity  of  organising 
employment.  To  assist  in  this  it  is  attempting  the  formation  of  an 

* The  Rule  relating  to  the  application  of  surpluses  is  a Fundamental  Rule. 
The  Trust’s  Fundamental  Rules,  of  which  there  are  five,  can  only  be  altered  by 
a majority  of  not  less  than  nine-tenths  of  the  Members  present  and  voting  at  any 
Special  General  Meeting. 
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Exchange  Circle,  and  has  initiated  a Co-operative  Currency  to 
facilitate  the  exchange  of  the  products  of  its  members. 

Recognising  the  good  in  the  older  Co-operative 
Movement,  the  Trust  is  a member  of  the  two  Co-operative 
Federations,  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited, 
the  federation  for  business  purposes,  and  the  Co-operative 
Union  Limited,  the  federation  for  purposes  of  education 
and  propaganda. 

The  Trust  recognises  that  the  principle  underlying 
manufacture  by  the  C.W.S.  approximates  to  the  principle 
of  production  for  use,  inasmuch  as  the  goods  are  produced 
for  a known  market.  These  various  goods  are,  according 
to  present  standards,  made  under  fair  conditions  of  labour, 
both  as  to  wages,  hours,  and  sanitation.  The  aim  of  the 
C.W.S.  Directors  is  that  these  conditions  should  never  be 
below  the  Trade  Union  standard.  Surely  the  Trust  is 
right,  in  its  initial  stages,  in  utilising  such  means  and 
machinery  as  are  ready  to  hand  in  the  C.W.S. 

As  a member  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  the  Trust 
recognises  that  the  ideals  of  Robert  Owen  and  other 
leaders  are  similar  to  its  own.  It  agrees  with  those 
Co-operators  who  recognise  the  necessity  of  bringing  back 
the  Co-operative  Movement  to  its  old  ideals.  In  this 
connection  the  Trust  takes  part  in  a good  deal  of 
educational  work.  That  there  is  abundant  need  for  such 
work  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  many  distributive  Societies 
are  not  sufficiently  careful  to  observe  Trade  Union 
conditions,  and  to  purchase  the  goods  manufactured  by 
the  C.W.S. 

In  the  case  of  the  Co-operative  Movement  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Trust  has  an  organic  connection  with  it, 
whilst  carrying  on  its  own  independent  work. 
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The  Co-operative  Brotherhood  Trust  Limited  : 

PRACTICAL  DEVELOPME^TS. 

The  work  which  the  Trust  is  actually  doing  at  the 
present  time  may  be  classified  under  two  heads : — 

(1)  Direct  buying  and  selling  ; 

(2)  The  organisation  of  Exchange. 

(i)  Direct  Buying  and  Selling. 

The  Trust  owns  and  controls  a Store  at  37,  Newington 
Green  Road,  London,  N.  Here  are  stocked  groceries  and 
provisions,  ironmongery,  stationery,  crockery,  hosiery,  &c. 
There  is  a representative  range  in  the  grocery  depart- 
ment : but  at  present  in  the  other  departments  large  stocks 
cannot  be  held.  In  all  departments,  however,  it  is  the 
aim  of  the  management  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  the 
membership,  so  far  as  is  practicable.  A fair  amount  of 
trade  is  done  with  country  members. 

In  purchasing  articles  for  sale  it  is  the  aim,  as  has 
already  been  indicated,  to  buy  those  things  which,  even 
under  present  conditions,  come  nearest  to  the  Ideal  the 
Trust  is  striving  after.  Hence  goods  produced  by  its  own 
members,  C.W.S.  productions,  leadless  glaze  earthenware 
find  a prominent  place  at  its  Store.  Whilst  under  the 
present  chaotic  state  of  industry  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
guarantee  the  source  of  all  that  is  sold,  it  is  the  endeavour 
of  the  management  to  buy  from  “ fair  ” houses. 

In  addition  there  are  a few  firms  who  have  federated 
their  businesses  with  the  Trust.  For  instance,  there  are 
tailors,  a dressmaker,  a boot  stores,  a bookbinder,  a 
jeweller,  and  a pianoforte  dealer.  These  firms  agree  to 
give  to  the  Trust  a portion  of  their  profits  on  all  purchases 
of  the  Trust’s  Enrolled  Customers. 

(2)  The  Organisation  of  Exchange 
takes  two  forms — 

The  Labour  Exchange. 

The  Exchange  Circle. 


Its  Place  in  Social  Reform. 


9 


By  means  of  the  Labour  Exchange  an  individual  can 
deposit  at  the  Store  some  article  which  he  has  made,  for 
example,  a purse,  a carved  bracket,  a picture,  a bicycle,  a 
pair  of  stockings,  a wheel-barrow,  or  anything  useful. 
Upon  this  he  fixes  his  own  price.  When  the  article  is  sold 
he  receives  this  price  in  Barter  Currency,  less  a commis- 
sion paid  to  the  Trust. 

By  means  of  the  Exchange  Circle  an  attempt  is  made 
to  facilitate  exchanges  of  goods  and  services  between 
people  in  every  branch  of  industry.  This  is  done  by 
means  of  a Co-operative  or  Barter  Currency  based  upon 
real  assets.  No  Barter  paper  is  issued  unless  there  is  real 
value  behind  it.  For  instance,  the  Trust  itself  does  not 
issue  Barter  Currency  in  excess  of  the  amount  of  Stock 
which  it  has  at  a given  moment. 

A member  of  the  Exchange  Circle  agrees  to  accept 
the  Trust’s  Barter  Currency  in  exchange  for  goods  or 
services  supplied  by  him.  He  in  his  turn  is  allowed  to 
draw  cheques  against  that  which  stands  to  the  credit 
of  his  Barter  Account. 

The  system  is  worked  on  the  same  general  lines  as 
ordinary  banking.  There  is  an  Exchange  Circle  Bank  or 
Clearing  House.  A Barter  cheque  may  pass  through 
several  hands,  representing  and  facilitating  various 
exchanges  of  goods  or  services,  but  when  it  is  finally 
lodged  at  the  Exchange  Circle  Bank  it  is  cancelled.  The 
one  who  lodges  it  has  his  Barter  Account  credited  with 
the  amount  represented,  and  the  one  who  has  drawn  it 
has  his  Barter  Account  debited. 

Much  might  be  said  of  the  advantages  of  a Barter 
Currency ; but  it  is  my  desire  in  this  part  of  my  subject 
to  give  only  a brief  indication  of  what  the  Trust  is  actually 
doing.  For  fuller  information  on  any  branch  of  the  Trust’s 
work  I must  refer  the  reader  to  the  Rules,  various 
Reports,  Price  List,  and  other  literature,  which  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  Secretary. 
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The  Co-operative  Brotherhood  Trust  Limited : 

THE  NEED  FOR  THE  C.B.T. 

So  far  as  I am  aware  there  is  no  organisation  which 
is  doing  what  the  Trust  is  doing  and  attempts  to  do. 
Other  organisations  may  be  aiming  at  the  same  goal,  and 
are  doubtless  doing  good  work  that  helps  to  reach  it. 
But  no  organisation  is  carrying  on  the  particular  kind  of 
work  that  we  consider  so  necessary. 

The  fervent  religious  man  honestly  desires  Brother- 
hood ; but  he  too  often  fails  to  see  that  economic 
conditions  must  be  altered  before  Brotherhood  is  possible. 
He  is  unable  to  practise  Brotherhood  in  his  daily  actions 
of  buying  and  selling. 

The  clear-headed  Socialist,  who  sees  and  knows  what 
is  wrong  economically,  is  doing  good  work  in  preaching 
sound  economic  doctrine.  He  tries  to  realise  the  Ideal 
through  the  State  and  Municipality;  but  he  does  not 
practise  it  in  his  daily  actions. 

The  “ practical  ” Co-operator,  having  become  blinded 
by  commercial  success,  has  lost  sight  of  the  Ideal. 

There  seems,  therefore,  urgent  need  for  an  organisation 
whose  members  shall  clearly  understand  the  Ideal  to  be 
striven  after  and  which  shall  provide  the  most  practical 
means  for  realising  that  Ideal  at  once.  There  has  been 
enough  preaching.  It  is  necessary  to  begin  to  practise. 

The  Co-operative  Brotherhood  Trust  aims  at  supply- 
ing such  a need.  There  are  many  advantages  in  an 
organisation  of  this  kind. 

In  the  first  place  it  will  be  seen  that  the  work  of  the 
Trust  does  not  overlap  or  hinder  the  work  of  any  other 
organisation  that  is  working  for  Social  Reform.  It 
supplements  rather  than  supplants. 

The  plan  is  entirely  voluntary.  The  organisation  is 
open  for  any  one  to  join  or  not  as  he  chooses.  There  is 
no  State  compulsion.  If  a man  still  prefers  the  capitalist 
system  of  production  for  profit,  he  can  remain  outside; 
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but  if  he  prefers  to  assist  in  building  a system  of  production 
for  use,  there  will  be  an  ever  ready  welcome  for  him. 
The  doors  are  open  to  all. 

The  political  Socialist  who  is  daily  preaching  against 
the  present  system  and  forthtelling  the  beauties  of  the 
Reign  of  Justice  has  here  the  opportunity  to  begin  to 
practise  what  he  preaches.  He  must  buy  his  daily 
necessaries  somewhere.  Without  ceasing  from  his  pro- 
paganda, he  can  with  little  or  no  extra  trouble  purchase 
goods  made  under  good  conditions  from  a Society  which 
avowedly  aims  at  production  for  use. 

The  scheme  furnishes  the  conscientious  man  a better 
opportunity  to  live  up  to  the  highest  he  knows.  Many  a 
thoughtful  man  to-day  is  troubled  at  the  part  he  has  to 
play  in  the  present  iniquitous  system  of  Society — he 
realises  his  responsibility — whichever  way  he  turns,  his 
actions  are  steeped  in  guilt.  The  Trust  affords  him  an 
opportunity  to  act  more  righteously,  without  at  the  same 
time  deserting  his  fellows. 

In  the  early  stages  of  development  the  first  to  be 
attracted  will  be  earnest  people  of  goodwill  who  are  able 
and  willing  to  give  of  their  best,  for  there  is  little  to 
attract  the  self-seeker.  This  in  itself  is  an  advantage. 
Although  progress  may  seem  slow  at  first,  it  will  be  surer 
if  the  membership  is  composed  of  self-sacrificing,  clear- 
headed enthusiasts. 

As  the  work  develops  and  industry  becomes  organised 
on  the  basis  of  production  for  use,  every  additional  labour 
force  will  be  welcomed : for  it  will  lighten  the  work  of 
those  already  employed.  Moreover,  when  the  Trust 
begins  to  be  self-contained,  the  conditions  of  labour  within 
will  advantageously  affect  the  conditions  without.  For 
the  worker,  having  a choice  of  better  conditions,  can 
through  his  Trade  Union  force  the  capitalist  to  grant  as 
good  conditions  as  those  which  can  be  obtained  within 
the  circle  of  production  for  use. 


It  is  not  for  me  to  prophesy  what  future  developments 
may  be.  Whether  there  will  always  be  a Voluntary  Co- 
operative Commonwealth — a self-contained  State  within 
the  State — or  whether  the  lesser  body  will  finally  merge 
into  the  Co-operative  State  as  a whole,  1 cannot  say.  But 
I am  convinced  that  if  the  Brotherhood  Trust  idea  is 
grasped  by  a large  number  of  people,  it  is  possible  for  this 
minority,  representing  all  sections  of  the  community,  to 
establish  a Voluntary  Co-operative  Commonwealth,  which 
shall  at  least  hasten  the  good  time  coming  and  play  its 
part  in  the  evolution  of  the  Human  Race. 


INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


IJ  The  Co-efcratii-e  Brotherhood  I'lust  Liinittd. 

We  in\itf  all  who  heliexe  in  the  Ih'otherhoocl  'rrusl 
idea  to  come  and  join  us.  The  .yreater  the  numher  that 
join,  the  , greater  will  he  llu  facilities  for  realisin.Lt'  the 
Ideal.  There  i^  ,ttreal  iiolenlialily  in  the  iileti  : hut  many 
nunds  .are  necessary  to  dcwelop  it.  1 >o  not  stay  out.--ide 
and  ciiticise  cuiiie  iiiside  .and  help.  Mankind  has  too 
lonp  sul'fered  from  the  yreed  .and  domination  of  tht;  few. 
Is  it  not  time  the  jH'oplc-  haiuietl  themseKvs  together  to 
\\t)rk  out  their  own  saKation? 

It  is  not  for  me-  to  prophesy  what  future  developmt  nts 
m.av  he.  Whether  there  will  .alw.axs  he  a \ oluntarv  ( o- 
operative  (\)niinon\\ ealtli  a sc‘lt-containeil  Slate  within 
tlu^  State  or  wluaher  the  lesst-r  ImhIv  will  tinally  merr,U‘ 
into  tlu' ('o-operati ve  Stat(‘ as  a w hole,  1 <'annot  say.  !hit 
I am  ('(.unineed  that  if  the;  I h otherls  >od  'l'ni>t  idra  is 
,i4iasped  Iw  a laret*  numlH  r of  j)etn>le,  it  is  possible  for  thi> 
mimjrily,  repri'sentin^y  all  section^  ol  the  cuminunitv.  to 
establi>h  a X'oluntary  ('o-operati\'e  (ajmmomvt'alth,  whieh 
shall  at  lea<t  hasten  the  ^ood  time  (anniny  and  plav  its 
part  in  the  exoliitioti  ol  the  Iliiman  Ub'ua*. 


THE  BROTHERHOOD  ASSOCIATION 

is  a propagandist  body  formed  to  make  known  the 
ideals  of  the  Co-operative  Brotherhood  Trust.  It 
aims  at  furthering  the  organisation  of  industry  on 
a basis  of  production  for  use.  It  publishes  the 
following  leaflets : — 


12.  TOWARDS  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  COMMONWEALTH. 

13.  THE  WORK  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  BROTHERHOOD 

TRUST  LTD. 

14.  LIVE  AND  LET  LIVE— A WORD  TO  TRADE  UNIONISTS. 

16.  THE  ECONOMIC  BASIS  OF  THE  BROTHERHOOD 

ASSOCIATION. 

17.  CHRISTIANITY  AND  DAILY  LIFE. 

18.  BROTHERHOOD  IN  BUSINESS. 

19.  “THE  WHATNOT”  EXPLAINS  THE  USE  OF  BARTER- 

NOTES. 

20.  THE  BROTHERHOOD  ASSOCIATION. 

21.  THE  SOCIAL  PROBLEM. 

22.  DICK  CLEARVIEW  TALKS  COMMON-SENSE. 

23.  PRODUCTION  FOR  USE. 


If  you  are  in  sympathy  with  the  ideals  outlined 
in  the  foregoing  pamphlet,  come  and  join  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  assist  in  finding  the  people  of  good-will 
who  will  eventually  form  the  Voluntary  Co-operative 
Commonwealth. 


For  leaflets  and  further  particulars  write  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  37,  Newington  Green  Road,  N. 


c.w.s. 

Printing  Works 
Manchester. 


